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ver the next few months you will
Ostart noticing change. Multicultural Arts

Victoria will rollout our new identity
designed by Cato Purnell Partners, launched last
year at our 25th Anniversary Dinner at the Park
Hyatt . The development of this new unique visual
corporate identity for Multicultural Arts Victoria is
very exciting, conveying and reaffirming the
organisation’s role as the peak multicultural arts
body in Victoria. Multicultural Arts Victoria saw its
25th anniversary as an opportunity to create an
identity that its partners, sponsors, artists and
members aspire to be aligned with. It is about
acknowledging the past but laying the foundations
for a future vision - the next 25 years for the
organization. Thus the identity encompasses the
contemporary as well as traditional and conveys
integrity and our future vision. It aims also to raise
awareness of the scope, breadth and diversity of
multicultural arts in Victoria.

| would like to thank Ken Cato from Cato Purnell
Partners and his team, including Aaron Turner, Trish
Ennis and Jim Tarpkou for developing our new
branding. | would like to also thank all Board
Members and staff, in particular Geraldine Kennett
for assisting with the extensive design brief. It is an
exciting time for MAV and signifies a new stage in
the development of Multicultural Arts Victoria. To be
working with Ken Cato, an Australian designer with
an international reputation is a real privilege. He has
won numerous international and Australian design
awards, and his work is represented in museums
and galleries throughout the World.

In April I will be travelling to China on a
multicultural delegation organised by the Australian
Multicultural Foundation. The delegation will be
headed by Dr Hass Dellal OAM — Executive
Director, Australian Multicultural Foundation
Member; Commonwealth Governments Australian
Multicultural Advisory Council and Dr Duncan
Howard — Executive Head, Metropolis Canada The
delegation will also include Associate Professor Abd
Malak AM Executive Director; Workforce and
Organisational Development, Sydney West Health
Services Chair; of Australian Partnership of
Religious Organisations Honorary President;
Federation of Ethnic Communities Council of
Australia Inspector Craig Waterhouse Tasmania
Police Member; Commonwealth Governments
Australian Multicultural Advisory Council and Lynn
Cain — Delegation AssistantTraining and Project
Manager, Australian Multicultural Foundation.

The purpose of the delegation is to strengthen
relationships between the Peoples Republic of China
and Australia by sharing knowledge and experiences
related to Multicultural Affairs. The opportunity will
be taken to introduce other organisations and
institutes working in similar fields in other countries
to the State Ethnic Affairs Commission for future
collaboration and work and in this case, the
delegation has Dr Howard Duncan from Metropolis
(Canada).
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The delegation is designed to give an understanding
of the Peoples Republic of China and its 56 ethnic
minority groups as well as developing opportunities
for collaborative work of the delegates in their
respective fields.

We have commenced 2009 with a program that
reflects our new branding; one of excellence,
integrity and vision. Firstly our award winning
partnership with the Arts Centre continues with the
Mix It Up program. Upcoming highlights of the 2009
program are Cafe Rebetika, a new-form theatrical to
be held in the Fairfax Studio, and the amazing
Eleftheria Arvanitaki, considered the voice of
contemporary Greece, performing in Hamer Hall.

In March we had Cultural Diversity Week. MAV
presented the Black Harmony Gathering in
partnership with the Warrior Spirit Art Collective in
the beautiful natural setting of Fairfield
Amphitheatre. This event also offered the
opportunity for two indigenous placements at MAV.
In Federation Square, Viva Victoria was held as over
40,000 people celebrated our diversity at this State
Government initiative through the Victorian
Multicultural Commission. We again we worked in
partnership with the Commission on another
successful Premiers Gala Dinner. The dinner was
held at the Crown Palladium and was attended by
1,400 guests from a wide range of communities.

MAV has a long history in supporting the
development of new works and the touring of
artists both nationally and internationally. Held this
March, Past Caring was an inter-disciplinary
theatrical collaboration which involved The
Necessary Stage (Singapore) and the Tony Yap
Company TYC (Australia). Australian artists Glenyis
Angell, LeRoy Parsons and Tony Yap performed in
Singapore and Tim Humphrey and Madeleine Flynn
composed and recorded the music. TYC will also be
performing later in the year with Korean Company
Nottle Theatre in Melbourne.

MAV in partnership with Global Network Japan are
working with Japanese Company Stringraphy and
Artistic Director Kazue Mizushima on a Nest of
Cinnamon with our talented Australian Creators
team; Angela Costi, Christian Leavesley and Wang
Zheng Ting. Together they will be reinterpreting the
Phoenix myth from an Australian, Japanese, Ancient
Greek, Cypriot and Chinese perspective. Artists will

o

be working in or
a showing of 1e's Arts
House in Jun:

On June 20 we have our very unique EMERGE
Festival, showcasing many new and emerging
refugee artists in Melbourne. We will also have our
annual Visible Concert at Hamer Hall, as well as
launching a new initiative; Visible @ the Black Box,
a partnership with the City of Melbourne and the
Arts Centre. Look out for our visual arts exhibition,
Love Burma Love Freedom, facilitated by artist of
Burmese heritage, Andrea Draper and to be
exhibited at fortyfivedownstairs as part of the
Emerge Festival.

Multicultural Arts Victoria has several staff changes
in 2009. We welcome Jayne Lovelock back to the
team who, has been appointed to the position of
Administration and Publicity Coordinator. Meg
Larkin begins a new role as our Operations & Events
Coordinator, and we also welcome Catherine
Sweeney to the position of Youth Officer. Anita
Larkin will be taking maternity leave, so we welcome
Grace Vanilau and Paul Mbenna to the team. Paul
and Grace will be coordinating the Emerge Cultural
Network and our Visible mentoring program. The
Emerge Festival will be coordinated by
accomplished CCD practitioner and musician Anne
Harkin.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Board members Paul Petran and
Marcello D’Amico. Paul recently received the
prestigious Sidney Myer Performing Arts Award for
his exceptional contribution to Australia's cultural life
as music producer. Long standing board member
Marcello received first prize award in the City of
Banyule-Old England Hotel Outdoor Sculpture
Award- Excellence in Sculpture Award.

Multicultural Arts Victoria thanks all our artists,
communities, members and supporters including
the City of Melbourne, City of Yarra, Australia
Council Arts, Arts Victoria, Pratt Foundation and the
Victorian Multicultural Commission for making
Multicultural Arts Victoria so vibrant and such an
important leader in diversity in the arts. Our journey
continues.

JILL MORGAN Executive Officer
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