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� IDENTITY CHANCE

Facebook
username
scramble
Amelia Harris

Facebook’s new customised
usernames have resulted in a
rush to steal celebrity profiles
and even sparked a spat be-
tween two American men after
one registered the other’s name.

Facebook said more than
200,000 usernames were
snapped up in the first three
minutes and about one million
in the first hour on Saturday.

But not everyone is happy
with the new profiles in which
www.facebook.com/username
replaces a string of text and
numbers.

Florida man Mike Pence
registered www.facebook.com/
obiefernandez as his URL.

Within minutes his friend,
the real Obie Fernandez, lashed
out, asking, ‘‘Are you f...ing
serious?’’

Another American, Christine
Shipley, snagged /default.aspx,
which could be confused with
the home page for Facebook.

The San Francisco woman
had received 340 friend re-
quests by the end of the day.

‘‘Traffic spiked when the first-
come, first-serve period for
Facebook usernames opened,’’ a
spokesman said.

But several high-profile fig-
ures missed out on securing
their names.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is
still to secure /kevinrudd, de-
spite the fact he was forced to
tweet under the username
@kevinruddPM when someone
took @kevinrudd.

Federal Opposition leader
Malcolm Turnbull missed out
on /malcolmturnbull.

But no-one has yet registered
/johnbrumby.

� FILM REVIEW

Twitter is
no salvation
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has
used Twitter to engage Aust-
ralians in a vital debate: What
film should he take his son to?

‘‘Now back to CBR (Canberra).
Taking Marcus to movies tonight.
Any suggestions what we should
see?’’ Rudd tweeted yesterday.

Users told @kevinruddPM to
see The Hangover, Star Trek or I
Love You Man.

Rudd picked Terminator Sal-
vation and while son Marcus
declared it the ‘‘best movie he’d
seen all year’’, the PM said it was
‘‘not exactly my cuppa tea’’.

� HOT LIST

G, he’s one
sexy vego
Actress Portia de Rossi and
Australian Idol host Andrew G
have been voted our sexiest
vegetarians.

A host of Aussies including
Sophie Monk, Missy Higgins
and John Butler are among the
Top 20 celebs in PETA’s poll.

Other celebrities making the
l ist include Chris Li l ley,
Silverchair’s Daniel Johns,
Radha Mitchell and Triple J
presenters Lindsay McDougall
and Marieke Hardy.

International winners include
Kevin Bacon and Russell Brand.

FRESH faces mix it up
Indigenous, Ethiopian and Samoan cultures will merge when Little G, Bizz M.R. and Miss-
C play at the Emerge Festival as part of Multicultural Arts Victoria’s FRESH artists program
and will play at Visible Sessions @ The Black Box on July 12. Picture: NICOLE GARMSTON
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Our courses in Arts, Psychology and Social Science are 
rated amongst the highest in Victoria for graduate satisfaction*.

Places are now available for mid-year enrolment in:

  Arts

  Community Health
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  Psychology

  Social Science

With our industry based learning† program and the opportunity to study overseas, 
a course at Swinburne provides you with a clear path to your goals and ambitions.
Start your degree now. Enrol for 2009 semester two at Swinburne.
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